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Atiomey General Ashcroft |
Us. Depa}rtme t of Justice '
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W.

Washmgton D. . 20530

Dear Mr. Ashcrbft

vicws on the Microsoft case. [:bclicve there were genuine concerns that brought about
thei lawsuits, but that was three years and countless dollars ago. You must not lose focus
of the merlns of the case. As long as Microsoft is willing to give up some of its market
share and compé|,tmvc advantage, there will be those that want a little more.
 Under the settlement, Microsoft will change the way it develops license, and
ma‘fkets its sodware The company will disclose various protocols in its Windows
operatmg systefn, and will not retaliatc against those that develop or promote non-
Microsoft hard varc or softwarc. |
| f
; Alfhou these concessians seem to go against the principle of free enterprise and
competition, Microsoft has agrecd to them in an effort to end this case sooner, rather than
later. If these jsoncessmns were demanded from a more understandable industry, they

WOlllld be secn as preposterous. Imagmc if Ford had to allow GM to put their engines in

its cars, or xf MﬂDonald shad to offer Burger King's Whopper to anyone that asked for it.

| As a r;?mber of the lechnology industry, I would like to express some of my

It ) xs tum. to allow the IT industry to return its focus from litigation, back to
innovation! The settlement will allow Microsoft, and all of those that depend on
Mldﬁ'osoﬁ for th#xr livelihoods, to move forward.
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